
Newchurch Community Primary School - Share in our learning…Year 3 Spring A 
English: 

Big Blue Whale 
Nicola Davies 

 

 
Big Blue Whale by Nicola 
Davies is an educational 
picture book that vividly 
explores the life of the 
blue whale, the largest 
animal ever, using sensory 
details and facts about its 
immense size, diet (krill), 
migration, life cycle (birth, 
nursing), and sounds, all 
brought to life with Nick 
Maland's striking 
illustrations, aiming to 
foster wonder and 
connection with nature, 
especially highlighting the 
whale's vulnerability.  

This Morning I Met 
A Whale 

Michael Morpurgo 

 
A fictional account of the 
day a whale swam up the 
Thames, in which the 
whale makes an 
environmental plea to the 
boy who first sees him. At 
sunrise, young Michael 
spots a whale on the 
shores of the Thames and 
thinks he must be 
dreaming. But the 
creature is real and it has a 
message for him – one 
that only an open-minded 
child can deliver to the 
rest of the world. 

Writing: We will be using our class texts to focus 

on the following targets in our grammar and writing: 
● Form nouns with a range of prefixes 

● Use present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently including progressive and present 

perfect forms  

● Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech 

(using dialogue to show relationship between 

characters)  

● Build a varied and rich vocabulary 

 

Mathematics: Along with our arithmetic and calculation 

skills we will be looking at the following areas of the 
curriculum:  

 

Science: Our scientific studies will focus on 

Forces and Magnets 
Through our study of 
Forces and Magnets 
the children will 
compare how things 
move on different 
surfaces. Notice that 
some forces need 
contact between 2 

objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance. 
Observe how magnets attract or repel each other 
and attract some materials and not others. Compare 
and group together a variety of everyday materials 
on the basis of whether they are attracted to a 
magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 
Describe magnets as having 2 poles and predict 
whether 2 magnets will attract or repel each other, 
depending on which poles are facing 

 
Useful websites:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zg6q9
6f  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsxxsbk    
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Nicola+Davies&sca_esv=70ae562eabb258c3&rlz=1C1RXQR_en-GB&ei=sM9jabjRFvixhbIP7qeBmAc&ved=2ahUKEwjE2s-l94OSAxVnXEEAHR7kGH0QgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=big+blue+whale+nicola+davies+synopsis&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJWJpZyBibHVlIHdoYWxlIG5pY29sYSBkYXZpZXMgc3lub3BzaXMyBRAhGKABSOQmUJEIWLoicAF4AJABAJgBigGgAa0IqgEDMC45uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIKoALVCMICCBAuGIAEGLADwgIIEAAYgAQYsAPCAgcQABiwAxgewgIJEAAYsAMYCBgewgIOEAAYgAQYsAMYhgMYigXCAggQABiwAxjvBcICBRAAGIAEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgQQIRgVwgIHECEYoAEYCpgDAIgGAZAGCpIHAzEuOaAHyCKyBwMwLjm4B9EIwgcFMC44LjLIBxSACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfCSJWlxr1sCFlstjQgWk9dmDt-h_muAC9yhq6kc9rniRdslnFJ21h_iy-LhvureRfArCje4MuuipcS-_sl9ty2LdU6mAXxrV3_o50wt7JHFnToRMJCFBo1Z0EGYS85uNgU&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Nicola+Davies&sca_esv=70ae562eabb258c3&rlz=1C1RXQR_en-GB&ei=sM9jabjRFvixhbIP7qeBmAc&ved=2ahUKEwjE2s-l94OSAxVnXEEAHR7kGH0QgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=big+blue+whale+nicola+davies+synopsis&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJWJpZyBibHVlIHdoYWxlIG5pY29sYSBkYXZpZXMgc3lub3BzaXMyBRAhGKABSOQmUJEIWLoicAF4AJABAJgBigGgAa0IqgEDMC45uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIKoALVCMICCBAuGIAEGLADwgIIEAAYgAQYsAPCAgcQABiwAxgewgIJEAAYsAMYCBgewgIOEAAYgAQYsAMYhgMYigXCAggQABiwAxjvBcICBRAAGIAEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgQQIRgVwgIHECEYoAEYCpgDAIgGAZAGCpIHAzEuOaAHyCKyBwMwLjm4B9EIwgcFMC44LjLIBxSACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfCSJWlxr1sCFlstjQgWk9dmDt-h_muAC9yhq6kc9rniRdslnFJ21h_iy-LhvureRfArCje4MuuipcS-_sl9ty2LdU6mAXxrV3_o50wt7JHFnToRMJCFBo1Z0EGYS85uNgU&csui=3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zg6q96f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zg6q96f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsxxsbk


Physical Education: 
 

In PE we will be looking at Hi – Five. The 
children will be learning to use a range of 
skills to help them keep possession and 
control of the ball. Pass and receive the ball, 
keeping control and possession consistently. 
Make progress towards a goal. Make good 
decisions during a game and know how to 
use space effectively. Identify what they do 
best and what they found most difficult. 

Recognise players who perform well in their teams and give reasons why they are 
successful. 

Art:  
Our third unit is Printing and will reflect on the work 
of the artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser. 
 
We will be looking at Relief and impressed printing. 
Recording textures/patterns. Mono-printing and 
colour mixing through overlapping colour prints 
 
 
 

 
Useful websites: https://hundertwasser.com/en  
 

Geography: Why do people live near volcanoes? 
 

The children will be looking at how volcanoes form and 
their impact on the planet. They will also use their 
comparison skills to consider how life near volcanoes is 
different than the place where they live. They will also 
use atlases to identify where volcanoes form on the 
Earth’s surface. 
 
 

Useful websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfhf3j6  

History: Early civilisations 
The children will be comparing the achievements 
and cultures of the earliest civilisations on the 
planet. They will look at the location of their 
development and position them on a timeline 
whilst drawing reasoned conclusions about their 
achievements. 
 

Useful websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zfp6gwx  

Religious Education: 
Christianity (Jesus) 

In RE, we will be looking at the importance of the life of 
Jesus to Christians. The children will study the main 
teachings of Jesus, what symbolism is used to describe 
him and his life and how modern Christians shape their 
lives on his teachings. 
 
 

Useful websites:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn2jxg8  

Music: Pentatonic melodies and composition 
  
The children will be looking at the ways in 
which songs and constructed and the part 
various instruments and voices play in their 
performance. They will study scales and will 
construct these in a range of ways. 
 

 
Useful websites: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SowmI62Nuoc  
 

  

https://hundertwasser.com/en
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfhf3j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zfp6gwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn2jxg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SowmI62Nuoc


PSHE: 
Living in the wider world 

 

 
 

This half term the PSHE will focus on a range of. 
different topics including; The value of rules and laws. 
Recognising and understanding our rights, freedoms 
and responsibilities. How the internet is used. 
Assessing information online Exploring different jobs 
and Skills.  Recognising and challenging job 
stereotypes. Setting personal goals 

 

 
 
 

Languages: 
Animals I like and don't like 

 

 
This half term we will be looking at 

epiphany celebrations and animals around 
us. The children will learn how to name 

the animals and also describe their feelings 
in sentences orally. 

 
 

Computing: 
Digital Literacy: 

 

 
 
 

During this unit the children will know how to use the internet. 
Analyse information and make accurate searches. Understand the 
need for copyright and the consequences of ignoring it. Be aware of 
what I should be sharing online and where to go for help if I need it. 
Understand that I cannot trust everyone I talk to online, that I should 
be a good digital citizen and where to go for help if something upsets 
me online. Explain what bullying is and know where to go for help. 
Understand the impact technology can have on my health, well-being 
and lifestyle. Know who I should be sharing information with and how 
to keep my data secure. Understand the term identity and I can take 
appropriate measures to protect my own online 
identity 
 

 


