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Dear parent/carer,

For some reason Wednesday felt like Christmas Day —when you have spent time making preparations to check
everyone will have agreattime, everyonelooking smashingintheir best clothes and all ourfamily united. We
cannot tell you how excited we all are to have the Newchurch Family back togetherunder one roof again!

We wouldfirst like to pass on our gratitude toyou all as parents for the supportyou have given us whilstwe
staggeredthe children cominginand out of the school at the start and end of the day. Thisisa mammoth
undertaking which requires precisionin time-keeping. We thank you for taking the effortto arrive at the exact
time and your patience whenyou just needed to wait a few minutes untilaclass had been sorted. We
appreciate thisis hard when you have young childrento get up, dressed and fed fora certain time, and then little
legs don’t move asfast as youwould like. | hope that the gentle reminders are taken in the mannerinwhich
they are meant-a way of ensuring that all children are safe and collected by their class teachers at the gate at
the set time, thus makingthe morningas stress-freeforthe children as possibleand allowing the other classes to
be allowedintoschool atthe correct time.

Many thanks to all the children and parents whowere able to respond tothe wellbeing questionnaires sent out.
Apologiestothose whostruggled accessingthem —some of us (me) are a little technologically disadvantaged and
triedto go ‘solo’ using Google Forms. Notagood idea!

Following on from the comments made in the questionnaire, we just wanted to clarify some things with you.
Here goes...

What should | do if my childisill?
Itisimportantto remind ourselves of the symptoms of COVID -19:
e anewand persistent cough;
e ahightemperature,or
e alossof, or changein, theirnormal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)
The autumn termis plagued with the common cold and some children may have allergies which present with
particular symptoms. Such symptoms may alert us to thinking children have COVID-19. This chart may help you:
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CORONAVIRUS

= Fever
= Cough

= Shortness of breath,
or difficulty breathing

= Symptoms appear
2-14 days
after exposure

= Fever

= Cough

* Muscle aches

= Fatigue & weakness
= Chills & sweats

= Congestion

ALLERGIES

= Sneezing

= ltchy nose, eyes or
roof of the mouth

* Runny, stuffy nose

= Watery, red or
swollen eyes

= Sore throat

What we would askis that you air on the side of caution if you think your child may be displaying sympto ms
similartothat of COVID-19 and we are delighted that some parents have just done that, showingthey want to
keepthemselves and our Newchurch Family safe and well. We will be on hand to supportyouindecidingif your
child needsto self-isolate and would welcome you contacting us.

If your childis goingto be absent, please can we ask that you contact school as soon as possible toinform us of
the reason for absence. The school office isopen from 8:00am. If we have not heard fromyou by 9:30am, we
will telephoneyou tounderstand the reason forthe absence, justin case it is COVID-19related and you need
support, or we have to take action.

What if my child needs medication?

As stated previously, the school ‘hatch’ is notto be used but you may phone school on 01925 763427 or email
Newchurch primary@warrington.gov.uk with any information orqueries youneed to passon. Please donotbe
offendedif we turn you away and ask you to email orringif you have anything otherthan this to communicate to

us. We are justtryingto keep everyone safe. The only exceptionto thisisif your child requires medicationto be
administeredinthe school day. Inthis case, please call into the school office and the necessary paperwork can
be completed.

Should masks be worn?

Due to the measures we have putin place, and based on the guidance give, itis not necessary for childrento
wear face coveringinthe classroom. Insome cases, adultsin the classroom may need towear a mask as they
themselves are vulnerable. Classteachers will only wearamask whenthey needto move closerto children
resultinginlessthan 2msocial distancing, particularly with medically vulnerable children. If achild needs to wear
a mask, thenit should be changed on a daily basis, they should be taught how to put iton and take it off safely
and should be keptina sealed plasticbagwhen not worn.

What if other families are not keepingto the rules?

We are goingto be completely honestand say that thisis the biggest concern we and some of our families have,
eventhough Warrington’s number of cases are the lowestinthe region. Itisimportantthat we ALL keep tothe
rules of social distancingand enhanced hygiene measures to keep it thisway. We have some vulnerable
children, staff and parentsthat are relyingon everyoneto dotheirbitand keep tothe rulessetout by the
government.
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What could be the consequences? A positivecase of COVID-19in Newchurch, oran increase in casesin the
locality as a result of poor social distancing and preventative measures, could possibly resultinalockdownand
home learning resuming. This willimpact on parents, children and staff. Thisis notwhat we wantat all —we
want to teach the children face toface - so urge everyone to continue to do their bestto maintain social
distancingetc.inline with the guidance.

To show your commitmentto this, we will be sending home arevised Home School Agreement, which we ask
you to read, sign and return to us by Monday 7" September. A copy of this will be placed on your child’s class
page for reference.

Will my child get a reading book?

As part of the transition back into school, the children will be listened to read individually read. This will be
completed by myself, as the English lead in the school. The aim of thisis to gauge the current readinglevel of
your childand look at the next stepsin orderto develop theirreading further. This willtake alittle time until
children have been assessed, please bear with us.

The assessment may mean your childison a differentbook band, lowerthan that they were on prior to the
lockdown. Please trustinus—thiswill be toincrease yourchild’s confidence and fluency inreading. We will
reassess the children very quickly as we startto see progress. Of course, there may be instances where the
children have spentlots of time reading at home and we can move them on.

For childrenin KS2, please could we ask the children use Reading Plusin the meantime. For Year 3 children, we
willaimto have theirlogins sorted as soon as we can.

Once books have beendistributed, they will be changed on a Friday only. All booksthatare changed will be
quarantined for 72 hours in a safe place and then put back inthe baskets. Once, we have assessed all the
childrenand know the range of books needed, we will place baskets of books in each classroom for the children
to selectfrom.

Whilst we are on the subject of reading, please could we ask that daily reading be given a high priority at home.
If we couldaimfor at least three reading sessions aweek, ideally every day, that would be fantasticin ensuring
the children make progress.

What will learning look like if the school is advised to lockdown?

If we are asked to lock down, then the expectationisto provide asequence of lessons asthey would have in
school, withteachers giving feedback. Therefore, it will look differenttothe wayitwas lasttime as the National
Curriculum will continue and the expectationsis that all children engagein home learning. We will be giving
clearguidance onthis nextweek and beginningto use Google Classrooms forhomework to help everyone get
intothe swingof usingthe online platform.

What if there is a positive outbreak of COVID-19 at Newchurch?

We hope thatthisneverhappensbutinthe eventitdoes, itis important that we are all aware of the procedure
that will be followed to keep everyone safe. This flow chart shows what will happen:
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Managing Confirmed Cases at Newchurch

The local health protection team
mewchurch becomes aware of becomes aware that someone who
someone who has sttended has has tested positive for COVID-18
'I:Etl!dmﬁ'ti‘u‘l!ﬁ:l‘ﬂﬂ?lﬂ-ﬂ_ sttended Mewchurch —
l identified by WHS Test and Trace

We will keep you updated should any further guidance be given to us which impacts onyou and the children.

Once again, thank you so much for sending your children back to school and trusting us with theirsafety
particularly when the mediais giving conflicting messages. Here’s to a happy, safe and successful 2020-2021.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Jayne Narroway
Headteacher
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